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Dear Mr. Martin: e 2/ 7 /5

I appreciated the opportunity to. meet with you and Deputy Regional Administrator Cantor on October 13,
As we discussed, there are significant, unique concems and chaltenges that we face in the management of
National Forest System (NFS) lands in the Libby area, primarily related to the Libby amphibole (LA)
asbestos fibers. . During the meeting, I spoke about our short-term strategy for fire protection and
management, which is primarily dependent on successful initial attack on wildfire starts. Ialso spoke
about the need to develop a strategy that would result in the remediation of all NFS lands where LA is an
identified problem.

Recently, the Montana Department of Natural Resources Conservation (DNRC) completed limited testing
for the presence of LA on state lands in the Flower Creek drainage south of Libby. Montana DNRC was
in ihc process of implementing a vegetation management project (Upper Flower Timber Sale) when the
testing for LA was initiated. It appears that the testing in Flower Creek discovered traces of LA in the
soil, duff and tree bark. My understanding of the situation is that the Flower Creek drainage is mostly
outside of the EPA operating units and the EPA's National Priority Lands (NPL) boundary

This discovery of LA in Flower Creek has led to questions regarding the risk associated with management
of NFS lands near Libby, but outside of the NPL boundaries. The Kootenai National Forest has several
projects in varying stages of platming and implementation outside the Libby Asbestos NPL boundary.
Our planned management activities mclude mechanical manipulation of vegetation, fire suppression, and
a variety of other activities.

I believe a remediation strategy for LA-affectcd NFS lands in the Libby area is essential, and would
welcotiie the opportunity to develop this strategy with you. We have mutual interests of ensuring the
health and safety for the public, and the Forest Service workforce. Please let me know how we can best
move forward with this effort.

: Sincerely,

PAUL BRADFORD
Forest Supervisor

cc: Regional Forester, R-1
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